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BARERE

TO M. FOUCHi

AIX-LA-CHAPELLE, September 9, 1804.

... I SEE that Bat ere has written a 'Letter to the Army.' I
haven't read it; but I am sure there is no need to talk to the
Army: it doesn't read the idle gossip of pamphleteers; one
word in the Orders of the Day would do more than a
hundred volumes of Cicero and Demosthenes. One can
encourage the troops against England without talking to
them; and nothing could be more absurd than to write
them a pamphlet. It suggests distrust and intrigue, and the
army needs none of it. Tell Barere, whose rhetoric and
sophistry ill accord with his big reputation, not to do any
more writing of this kind. He is always thinking the mob
must be roused to excitement: on the contrary, the right
way is to guide them without their knowing it. In short, he
is a man of little ability. If it is not too late, stop the circula-
tion of his pamphlet, and don't let it be sent to the army.
The army is not an administrative body. The only legal
means of communication with it is an Order of the Day.
Everything else is factiousness and intrigue. I haven't read
the pamphlet. But if it is a good piece of work, the contents,.
not addressed to anyone in particular, might be inoffensive,.
and have a good effect.

[CoRRESp., ix, 8001. Barere de Vieuzac, Conventional, Jacobin, and
one of the most prominent members of the Committee of Public
Safety, having escaped deportation at the hands of the Thermidorians.
by going into hiding, took advantage of the amnesty in 1799, and was
at this time employed by Napoleon to report on the state of public
opinion in Paris.]
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